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WASHINGTON (AP) - Jerry Ray, the 
brother of James Earl Ray, Thursday de- 
nied he is the mysterious ‘Raoul,’ named as 
an alleged accomplice in the assassination 
of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

The House Assassinations Committee 
flflflBF ' had said it ap- 

Hp ’ pears likely that 

V Raoul was either 

; John Ray, an- 

other brother. 
James Earl Ray 
is serving a 99- 
^ year prison term 

mm Mr' for the civil 

SK AC' v rights leader’s 

During more 
JJT than six hours of 

y testimony by Jer- 

jerrv Rav ry Ray, commit- 

Jerry Kay tee members 

confronted him with more than a dozen 
contradictions between statements made 
in the period following the assassination 
compared with his current memory. 

He acknowledged lying to the FBI about 
contacts with James Earl Ray in 1967 and 
1968. 

Jerry Ray said he believes James Earl 
Ray was an unknowing participant in a 
conspiracy to kill the civil rights leader. 


struck down by a single shot from a rifle 
outside a motel room in Memphis April 4, 
1968. 

He testified that James Earl Ray was 
ordered to Memphis, not knowing King 
would be present, then fled out of fear he 
would be blamed for the assassination. 

James Earl Ray pleaded guilty to the 
murder but then recanted his confession, 
saying he was drawn into the assassina- 
tion plan by a man he identified only as 
Raoul. He has described a series of con- 
tacts with Raoul in the months leading to 
the assassination. 

James Earl Ray also told various persons 
along the way of various contacts with his 
brother, although he didn’t specify wheth- 
er the contacts were with Jerry or John. 
“When you come down to it, the Raoul 
theory that seems to fit is that the mysteri- 
ous accomplice might actually be one of 
Ray’s brothers, Jerry or John, or a compos- 
ite of the two of them,” said G. Robert 
Blakey, chief committee counsel. 

In his testimony under oath, however, 
Jerry Ray said he believes James Earl Ray 
may have described contacts with his 
brother as a means of avoiding any refer- 
ence to Raoul. 

“Raoul is still out there,” he testified. 

Jerry Ray appeared under a grant of 
immunity which prevents prosecution for 
his testimony. 



